[Ischemia of the sternocleidomastoid muscle following occipital artery embolization for dural arteriovenous fistula].
We report a case of localized ischemia of the sternocleidomastoid muscle (SCM) occurring after occipital artery embolization of a dural arteriovenous fistula (dAVF). A 45-year-old man presented intracerebral hemorrhage from a dAVF at the left transverse-sigmoid sinus. The dAVF had a high flow fistula from the left occipital artery (OA). Endovascular therapy was carried out one month later. Transarterial embolization of the OA was carried out prior to the transvenous approach to decrease the shunt flow. During obliteration of the proximal portion of the OA with fiber platinum coils and polyvinyl alcohol particles, the patient reported severe neck pain. The fistula was successfully embolized after transvenous packing of the left sigmoid sinus with detachable coils. The neck pain persisted for one week and disappeared after conservative treatment. T2-MR imaging 3 days after the embolization showed a hyperintensity in the left SCM. This ischemic lesion was probably induced by occlusion of the muscular branch of the OA. We discuss this common but rarely reported complication of OA embolization.